Site 41AN28 is an extensive ancestral Caddo settlement on an alluvial terrace on the west side of Mound Prairie Creek in the Post Oak Savannah of East Texas. Mound Prairie Creek is an southward-and eastward-flowing tributary to the Neches River. The confluence of the two streams lies about 20 km to the east.
INTRODUCTION
Site 41AN28 is an extensive ancestral Caddo settlement on an alluvial terrace on the west side of Mound Prairie Creek in the Post Oak Savannah of East Texas (Figure 1 ). Mound Prairie Creek is an southward-and Directly to the east of 41AN28 on the east side of Mound Prairie Creek lies the Pace McDonald site (41AN51). This site is an important Middle Caddo period (ca. A.D. 1200-1400) mound center with at least two earthen mounds and a settlement that covers more than 11 acres (Perttula et al. 2012:78) . Both investideposits of ash were accumulated, probably ash temples like those uncovered in the main mound at the nearby A. C. Saunders site (41AN19). Two calibrated radiocarbon dates from habitation areas at the Pace McDonald site range from A.D. 1200-1410 (Perttula et al. 2012:54) .
SITE INVESTIGATIONS
Clyde Amick, an avocational archaeologist from Palestine, Texas, found and investigated 41AN28 between [1983] [1984] [1985] . He donated much of his collection (retaining projectile points and ground stone tools) from the site to the Texas Archeological Research Laboratory at The University of Texas at Austin (TARL) in for ca. 1 km west of Mound Prairie Creek (Figure 2 ), and the excavation of 21 test pits of various sizes in a midden deposit near the northern end of 41AN28.
The dimensions of the midden deposits are not known, but they were described by Amick as a maximum of ca. 61 cm in depth. The midden had areas with black sandy loam mixed with pieces of charcoal. The 21 test pits ranged from as small as 0.5 x 0.6 m to as large as 0.6 x 1.8 m in size, with an estimated total area excavated in the midden of ca. 11.7 m 2 .
ARTIFACT ASSEMBLAGE
none from any of the midden test pits. These collections primarily consist of ceramic sherds from plain ware,
Chipped Stone Tools
Personnel from TARL examined the projectile points from 41AN28 recovered by Amick in surface collections as well as his midden excavations, and Amick prepared notes concerning the various ground stone tools recovered in his investigations. In addition to several chipped stone drills, there were large numbers of both dart points (n=125) and arrow points (n=37) found at the site (Table 1) . The arrow points are also diverse from 41AN28 (see Table 1 ). 
Ground Stone Tools
pitted stone (with single as well as multiple pits), grinding slabs, and abraders. These tools were made from local ferruginous sandstone.
Woodland Period Ceramic Sherds
A small assemblage of Woodland period sandy paste ceramic sherds are in the 41AN28 collections. There are also three decorated sandy paste sherds in the 41AN28 assemblage. One is a rim with a single horizontal incised line, another is a body sherd with a broad U-shaped horizontal incised line (cf. Marksville Incised, ), and a rim with lip notching. If the body sherd with a broad U-shaped incised line is related culturally or temporally to Marksville Incised, this would suggest one aboriginal occupation of the site between ca. 100 B.C. and A.D. 300.
Caddo Ceramic Vessel Sherds
The assemblage of Caddo ceramic sherds from 41AN28 totals 1725 rim, body, and base sherds ( Table  2) . Most of the sherds are undecorated, and the plain to undecorated sherd ratio is 2.56. Based on the rims from the three wares (n=62), more than half the vessels are from utility wares (n=33, 53 percent), followed More than 91 percent of the sherds from the three wares are from grog-tempered vessels, and approximately 8.5 percent are from bone-tempered vessels. The lowest proportion of bone-tempered vessels are utility ware vessels are bone-tempered (see Table 2 ).
Sherds from utility ware vessels comprise more than 85 percent of the decorated sherd sample (n=484). Approximately 57 percent of the decorated sherds, but only 12 percent of the utility ware rims, have brushed decorations (Table 3) ; this suggests many utility ware vessels have brushed decorations only on their vessel bodies, and another decorative method on the vessel rim. Another 1.7 percent of the utility ware sherds have brushed decorations in combination with other decorative elements (i.e., incised, incised-punctated, and punctated). Sherds from incised vessels represent 21 percent of the utility ware sherds and 52 percent of the utility ware rims, indicating that incised vessels are quite common in the 41AN28 utility ware sherds. Sherds with punctated decorations account for 13 percent of the utility ware sherds as well as 18 percent of the rim sherds, while incised-punctated sherds comprise 6 percent of all the utility ware sherds and 12 percent of the utility ware rim sherds (Table 3) ; these decorative methods are equally likely to occur on the rim as on the body of these utility wares. L-R=left to right; incised lines begin at the left at the top of the rim and end at the right at the bottom of the rim; R-L=right to left; incised lines begin at the right at the top of the rim and end at the left at the bottom of the rim
The one appliqued body sherd has a straight appliqued ridge that likely divided the body of a vessel into plain panels. Such vertical appliqued ridges are found on La Rue Neck Banded jars (Suhm and Jelks 1962:93) . The many brushed, parallel brushed-incised, and brushed-punctated rim and body sherds are from Bullard Brushed jars. They have horizontal and vertical brushing marks on vessel rims as well as vertical brushing marks on the vessel body. Untyped brushed utility ware sherds include one brushed-incised sherd with vertical and horizontal incised lines on the lower rim as well as diagonal brushing marks on the vessel body (Figure 3d) , as well as brushed-incised-punctated sherds. These have single rows of circular punctates, either in a row above a single horizontal line at the rim-body junction and vertical brushing on the vessel body (Figure 3e ), or in a diagonal row pushed through diagonal brushing marks adjacent to diagonal opposed incised lines. The incised and incised-punctated rim and body sherds from 41AN28 are most likely all from Maydelle Incised jars, except for the one horizontal incised rim (see Table 3 ). These vessels either have cross-hatched, curvilinear, diagonal, vertical, or vertical-diagonal incised lines on the rim, or diagonal and diagonal opposed appliqued rim sherd, possibly from a local variety of Maydelle Incised, in the utility wares has diagonal incised lines on the rim itself opposite a vertical appliqued ridge (see Table 3 ).
Although not abundant, lip notched jars are a consistently occurring East Texas utility ware. Rim puncin random patterns of the bodies of utility ware vessels. percent), and red-slipped (4.3 percent) (Table 4) . About 12 percent of the engraved sherds are from bottles, Poynor Engraved bottle with a diagonal hatched zone (Figure 4f) , and a bottle rim from a Hume Engraved vessel with hatched and cross-hatched diagonal zones (Figure 4a) the lip and three grog-tempered body sherds with an exterior red-slipped surface (see Table 4 ). These may be from Sanders Plain vessels. The main differences between the decorated sherds from the two sites (Table 5) Sherds from brushed utility ware vessels, particularly jars, are a distinctive characteristic of both Middle, Late, and Historic Caddo sites in much of East Texas. It also seems to be the case that the relative proportions of brushed utility wares increase through time in those areas where brushed vessels were made and used, such that sherds with brushing marks are particularly common (i. Another indication of the differences in the ages of the Caddo components at 41AN28 and Pace McDonald is the occurrence of Poynor Engraved sherds in the former ceramic assemblage, and the elements, as well as simple straight and geometric elements. The 41AN28 engraved sherds have similar hatched triangle elements, hatched and cross-hatched zones, curvilinear and diagonal elements, as well as pendant triangles (see Table 4 ), but as discussed above, several of the rim and body sherds are from post-A.D. 1400 varieties of Poynor Engraved. Nevertheless, there does appear to be some evidence of indicating that the temporal differences between the two sites are not substantial (i.e., generational rather utility wares in the ceramic assemblages at both sites also suggests that they are part of the same ancestral Caddo ceramic tradition. Also indicative of a shared Caddo ceramic tradition, one where plain ware vessels were also an important part of the overall vessels in use by Mound Prairie Creek Caddo groups, is the similarity in plain to decorated sherd ratios between 41AN28 and Pace McDonald: 2.55-3.04. This ratio is considerably lower (i.e., <1.50) at contemporaneous Frankston phase sites on the upper Neches River (see Perttula 2011 : Table 6 -38).
Where the two ceramic assemblages are also similar is in the high proportion of sherds from vessels tempered with grog. More than 91 percent of the sherds from 41AN28 are from grog-tempered vessels compared to 86. Also from a surface collection is a grog-tempered long-stemmed Red River pipe bowl sherd. The bowl is 4.2 mm thick.
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
Site 41AN28 is a multi-component archaeological site on an alluvial terrace along the west side of Mound Prairie Creek in the upper Neches River basin. The Pace McDonald site (41AN51), a large Middle Caddo period mound center and village, is directly across from 41AN28 on the east side of the creek. one area of the site, were conducted by Clyde Amick, a local avocational archaeologist, between 1983-1985 at 41AN28. The site covers a ca. 1 km long area on the west side of Mound Prairie Creek, and it appears to have been marked by surface and shallow (0-60 cm) archaeological deposits with various kinds of ceramic and lithic artifacts. The temporally diagnostic projectile points found at the site indicate the landform was used by aboriginal peoples as early as ca. 10,000 years B.P., but with a more intensive use by peoples in the Late Archaic (ca. 5000-2500 years B.P.) and Woodland (ca. 2500-1200 years B.P.) periods; the Woodland period occupation is characterized by early arrow point forms as well as plain and decorated sandy paste ceramic sherds.
The principal use of 41AN28 was by ancestral Caddo peoples as a likely place of year-round habitation. The main Caddo component is marked by a midden deposit and surface scatters of plain and decorated ceramic sherds and ceramic pipe sherds. The ceramic assemblage includes sherds from plain, utility, and component at 41AN28 took place during the Late Caddo period Frankston phase-estimated to have occurred between ca. A.D. 1400-1560-and the Caddo occupation there was not contemporaneous with the mound building and use/village occupation at the Pace McDonald site.
